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The EU should not unfreeze the assets of a Tunisian businessman and son-in-law of the 

former Tunisian president Zine el Abidine Ben Ali, Transparency International said today

(http://transparency.eu/marouane-mabrouk-ben-alis-son-in-law-should-remain-on-eu-

sanctions-list/).

Following a request from the Tunisian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mohammed Marouen 

Mabrouk, will potentially be removed from the EU’s list of 48 people sanctioned for 

misappropriating Tunisian state assets in 2011, following the Tunisian revolution. The 

Mashreq/Maghreb Working Party (MAMA), responsible for EU foreign policy and security 

issues in the MENA region, has already approved the foreign ministry’s request.

Mabrouk is under investigation in Tunisia for corruption. On 15 November 2018, the EU 

General Court upheld Mabrouk’s inclusion

(http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?

text=&docid=207811&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=3723092) in 

the Tunisia sanctions lists for 2017 and 2018, as they had previously for 2015 and 2016.

Youssef Belgacem, Senior Project Manager at I Watch, Transparency International’s chapter 

in Tunisia, said:  

“It appears that the foreign ministry has sent this request to the EU under instruction from 

Prime Minister Chahed. With Mr Chahed seeking to launch a new political party, one year 

before the elections in Tunisia, this request to unfreeze Mabrouk’s assets alone – out of 

nearly 50 sanctioned individuals – strongly suggests some kind of deal has been struck. 

Moreover, the Tunisian Government should not be seeking Mabrouk’s release from 

international sanctions while corruption investigations into him are ongoing. Such a request 

would have been the responsibility of the Administrative and Civil Disputes Settlement 

Committee, which decided against issuing a similar request in January 2018.”  
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Latest

Prime Minster Chahed’s request will be considered by EU diplomats participating in the 

Working Party of Foreign Relations Counsellers (RELEX) in early January 2019 and will be 

confirmed by EU Foreign Affairs Ministers later that month. The Prime Minister’s request 

comes after Mabrouk actually lost his case in Tunisia. On July 12 2018 the Tunisian court 

decided to seize his assets and refuse his appeal.   

EU governments should reject the request until such time as the corruption allegations are 

resolved, said Carl Dolan, Director of Transparency International EU.

“On International Human Rights Day earlier this month, EU Foreign Ministers affirmed the 

importance of the EU sanctions regime for defending human rights, and are looking into 

targeting the assets of human rights abusers and ending their right to travel to and within the 

EU. Granting this selective and suspect request from the Tunisian government would send 

entirely the wrong message to corrupt governments and their acolytes.”
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La Justicia española debe 
investigar el lavado de 
imagen de Azerbaiyán en 
Europa

Tres políticos españoles 
—Pedro Agramunt, Agustín 
Conde Bajén y Jordi 
Xuclá— se encuentran 
entre los delegados ante la 
Asamblea Parlamentaria 
del Consejo de Europa 
(APCE) sobre los que 
pesan sospechas de 
haberse beneficiado con la 
maniobra del 
“Laundromat”. 

(/news/feature/la_justicia_espanola_debe_investigar_el_lavado_de_imagen_de_azerbaiyan_en_e)

Political asylum for ex-
presidents: an easy way 
to impunity?

This year we celebrate the 
70th anniversary of the 
adoption of the Universal 
Declaration. Yet while we 
celebrate the universality of 
human rights, at times 
powerful individuals try to 
abuse the principles that 
underpin the international 
human rights framework. 
Two recent cases of two 
ex-presidents who have 
applied for political asylum 
to evade justice, and two 
countries who handled 
these requests in very 
different ways, highlight 
some of these abuses.

(/news/feature/political_asylum_for_ex_presidents_an_easy_way_to_impunity)

International Anti-
Corruption Day 2018: The 
power of people’s 
pressure

Across the world, 
Transparency International 
chapters work hard to help 
the public become involved 
and engaged in the fight 
against corruption.

(/news/feature/international_anti_corruption_day_2018_the_power_of_the_peoples_pressure)

Clean up Spain – Justice 
for Azerbaijan’s 
reputation laundering in 
Europe

In Azerbaijan, critical 
voices are routinely 
suppressed. Meanwhile in 
Europe, politicians 
suspected of helping 
whitewash Azerbaijan’s 
record on human rights 
enjoy impunity. Join our 
campaign to urge 
authorities in Spain to 
investigate. 

(/news/feature/clean_up_spain_justice_for_azerbaijans_reputation_laundering_in_europe)

Everything you need to 
know about the 18th 
International Anti-
Corruption Conference 
(#18IACC)

The #18IACC will take 
place from 22-24 October 
in Copenhagen, Denmark 
under the theme Together 
for Development, Peace 

Risky business: Europe’s 
golden visa programmes
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and Security: Now is the 
Time to Act. Get the latest 
info and updates here!

(/news/feature/18IACC)

Are EU Member States 
accepting too much risk in 
their investor migration 
schemes? 

(/news/feature/risky_business_europes_golden_visa_programmes)

Future Against Corruption 
Award 2018

TI is calling on young 
people across the globe to 
join the anti-corruption 
movement. People 
between the age of 18 and 
35 are invited to submit a 
short video clip presenting 
their idea on new ways to 
fight corruption. Three 
finalists will be invited to 
Berlin during the 
International Anti-
Corruption Day festivities 
to be awarded with the 
Future Against Corruption 
Award. 

(/news/feature/futureagainstcorruption-
award-2018)

Social Media (http://www.facebook.com/TransparencyInternational/)  (http://www.twitter.com/anticorruption/)

 (https://www.instagram.com/Transparency_International/)

For the majority of people living in rural 
Nepal, getting access to good medical 
facilities is difficult. And it is also not 
easy to lodge complaints about poor 
health services at government hospitals. 
Here is how we have helped.

Real Lives, Real Stories: Nepal

This story is part of Real Lives, Real 
Stories, a series written by staff from 
our national chapters in the Asia Pacific 
region. Stories…

VOICES.TRANSPARENCY.ORG

(https://www.facebook.com/TransparencyInternational/posts/1625299800856868)

Netflix's new series based on the Lava 
Jato case, The Mechanism, was just 
released on their platform so we put 
together a list of the best 5 Netflix series 
that showcase the different faces of 

corruption. Check them out! 🍿

The 5 best Netflix series about 
corruption (that aren’t House of 
Cards)

Everyone knows House of Cards as the 
Netflix show about corruption, but over 
the last few years, the popular 
streaming service has…

VOICES.TRANSPARENCY.ORG

(https://www.facebook.com/TransparencyInternational/posts/1624362724283909)

The Norwegian Refugee Council 
@NRC_Norway works in the most 
corrupt countries in the world, and they 
have employed… 
https://t.co/M4saKJS2cj

(https://twitter.com/anticorruption/status/1081135654019436544)

RT @DeliaFerreira: Brasil - Era 
Bolsonaro Primera medida: "vigilar" a 
las ONGs Una señal peligrosa No 
parece muy democrático, ni 
resputuoso…

(https://twitter.com/anticorruption/status/1080834178466357248)
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