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Council of Europe Secretary General welcomes
Hungarian contribution of €450,000

PRESIDENCY OF THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS  STRASBOURG  21 JUNE 2021

Council of Europe Secretary General Marija Pejčinović Burić, has
welcomed an exceptional voluntary contribution of €450,000 towards
Council of Europe action plans and projects, which support priorities of
the Hungarian Presidency. Hungarian Minister for Foreign A�airs and
Trade, Mr Péter Szijjártó, announced the contribution on behalf of the
Hungarian Presidency of the Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers,
to focus on protecting national minorities, children’s rights, youth
participation, Roma inclusion and technological and environmental
challenges. Their contribution will support the Council of Europe’s work as
follows:

 Council of Europe Action Plan for Ukraine 2018-2022

 Council of Europe Strategic Action Plan for Roma and Traveller Inclusion 2020-2025

 Protecting children from human rights violation

 Action against Cybercrime

 European Landscape Convention

 Bern Convention

 Support for environment and other new project management methods for cooperation
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 Human Rights Moot Court Competition

The signing of the agreement took place during the o�cial visit of Minister Szijjártó on 21 June.
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Péter Szijjártó reviews the priorities of the Hungarian
Presidency

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY SESSION  STRASBOURG  21 JUNE 2021

“Guarantees should be given to national minorities to enable them to
preserve their identity, culture, religion and language in public
administration, education and in the media,” said Péter Szijjártó, Hungarian
Minister for Foreign A�airs and Trade and Chair of the Committee of
Ministers of the Council of Europe, addressing PACE on 21 June. “We are
going to host four conferences during our Presidency with a view to
promoting the rights of national minorities,” he announced.

Other priorities of the Hungarian Presidency mentioned by Mr Szijjártó include the protection of
families, especially children, under the totally new circumstances caused by the pandemic. “Because
of the pandemic, individuals’ lives have been transformed from real to virtual, through digital
education, or teleworking. This phenomenon has created a large number of inexperienced users in
the virtual world, who are defenceless against cybercrime and those who commit sexual crime.
Families and children must be protected, both in real life and in virtual life, and we need regulations
to penalise these crimes,” he said.

In this context, he recalled that, at the 131st Session of the Committee of Ministers, held by
videoconference from Hamburg on 21 May, the Ministers called for an acceleration of the work to
prepare a Second Additional Protocol to the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime, to enhance the
e�ciency of co-operation between member States on cybercrime and electronic evidence.
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The Hungarian Presidency will also put special emphasis on the protection of the rights of all
individuals to practice their religion, the �ght against persecution of Christians and against
antisemitism, and protection of the environment. “We do believe that improving competitiveness
and protecting nature can and must go hand in hand,” he said, stressing that Hungary was the �rst
country to sign up and ratify the Paris Agreement. “An important goal of our Presidency is to
promote international co-operation and mutual assistance to ensure the fundamental right to a
healthy environment,” Mr Szijjártó concluded.
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