
The text of the following statement was released by the Governments of the United States of America and the

Government of Morocco, the Government of Niger, and the Government of Italy, on the occasion of the Global

Coalition to Defeat ISIS Africa Focus Group Meeting.

Begin Text:

Upon invitation of the Republic of Niger, the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS Africa Focus Group co-chairs, Italy,

Morocco, Niger, and the United States met on October 26 in Niamey.  This was the first meeting of the Africa Focus

Group in the region of sub-Saharan Africa since its establishment in December 2021.

The Africa Focus Group is African-led and is a collaborative, civilian led counterterrorism effort that draws upon the

Defeat ISIS Coalition’s experiences in Iraq and Syria and adapts them to counter specific ISIS and other terrorist

group affiliates in the region.  The Group is uniquely positioned to enhance the fight against ISIS and other terrorist

groups in Africa, by engaging with African members, coordinating with other regional and multilateral entities on

existing initiatives and with the Defeat ISIS Coalition working groups on countering ISIS terrorism financing,

furthering stabilization efforts in liberated areas, deterring foreign terrorist fighter flows, and countering ISIS violent

extremist messaging to vulnerable populations.

In Niamey, the Africa Focus Group co-chairs recognized the importance of supporting African efforts in the fight

against terrorism at the national and sub regional levels, enhancing African ownership of counterterrorism

initiatives and policies, and reinforcing counterterrorism capacity building efforts through a comprehensive

approach addressing security and development.

The co-chairs focused on the efficacy of members’ counterterrorism programs by identifying overlapping efforts

and resources and potential geographic and programmatic gaps.  They shared assessments on the threat of ISIS
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and other terrorist organizations on the African continent and ways to coordinate and collaborate on effective and

efficient methods to combat violent extremism through proactive information sharing and border management, as

well as stabilization and deradicalization projects with the involvement of civil society.

The Co-Chairs agreed that the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS remains committed to confronting and defeating ISIS

in Africa and elsewhere in the world where it operates.

End Text.

Bureau of African A�airs Counterterrorism ISIS Italy Morocco Niger O�ce of the Spokesperson

TAGS

Related Articles

Secretary Antony J. Blinken and African Union Commission Chairperson Moussa

Faki Mahamat Before their Meeting

O C T O B E R  2 7 ,  2 0 2 2

READ MORE

United States and Japan Announce Partnership with Ghana to Support its Goal of

Being the Mover in Africa for Small Modular Reactor Deployment

O C T O B E R  2 6 ,  2 0 2 2

READ MORE

O C T O B E R  2 5 ,  2 0 2 2

https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-political-affairs/bureau-of-african-affairs/
https://www.state.gov/subjects/counterterrorism/
https://www.state.gov/subjects/isis/
https://www.state.gov/countries-areas/italy/
https://www.state.gov/countries-areas/morocco/
https://www.state.gov/countries-areas/niger/
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-public-diplomacy-and-public-affairs/bureau-of-global-public-affairs/office-of-the-spokesperson/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-and-african-union-commission-chairperson-moussa-faki-mahamat-before-their-meeting/
https://www.state.gov/united-states-and-japan-announce-partnership-with-ghana-to-support-its-goal-of-being-the-mover-in-africa-for-small-modular-reactor-deployment/
https://www.state.gov/on-the-start-of-northern-ethiopia-peace-talks/

